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FEATURE ARTICLE 

Resolutions for Gardeners 
A new year typically brings about resolutions right? Be they for 

losing weight, being more organized or simply an overall "being 

better" wish, resolutions are good goals to have. 

Gardeners are no exception to wishing for the better; better gar-

dens, better planning, better record-keeping, etc. Following are five 

resolutions that we wish every gardener, no matter their level of 

expertise, will embrace in the new year: 

1. I will not blame myself for gardening failures. Oftentimes, 

Mother Nature is not our friend when it comes to gardening. Or 

life gets in the way. We do not want you to despair! Simply try 

again and learn from experience. Your garden, and your gardening 

friends, are both extremely forgiving. 

2. I will not be afraid to ask questions. How else can you learn? 

Take advantage of the experience of your neighbor, your aunt, the 

garden center employee or the local extension agent. If they are 

like typical garden fanatics, they will appreciate your interest and 

be flattered that you want to learn from them. And learn you will! 
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3. I will try something new. This is kind of a no-brainer, right? Have you ever met a gar-

dener who didn't want the newest of the new, for bragging rights if nothing else? But what 

about really new...like a new growing style or completely new crop of vegetables. Cruise 

around on Pinterest and we guarantee you'll find something irresistible that's out of your 

usual comfort zone. 

4. I will share my passion. We've done and seen studies that show many of today's gardeners 

got their start by learning from someone else, usually a parent or grandparent. Can you be 

that mentor? Will you be the reason your son or daughter serves homegrown vegetables to 

your grandchildren? Can you be the reason your neighbor plants window boxes for the first 

time? 

5. I will embrace nature and garden for the birds, the bees and the butterflies (and the bats 

too!). One of the most enjoyable benefits of having a garden is being able to enjoy the beauti-

ful creatures who visit it. So plan your flowers and vegetables with that in mind then sit 

back and enjoy the show. 

Feel free to steal these resolutions for your own, we won't mind!  

Let's Go Garden! 

NATIONAL GARDEN BUREAU 
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.I have a really overgrown crabapple and an apple tree.  They have not been pruned 

in decades; oops. Can I prune them now and how do I know what to take off? This is 

why I have avoided pruning for decades.  I want to prune now because I have the 

time. Point me in the right direction. 

The first job is to point you away from pruning in the fall of the year.  This should be about 

what’s good for the trees and not necessarily convenient for you.  But if this is all about you, do 

it now and if the trees get damaged by a harsh winter; oops.  Pruning any live wood at the end of 

summer or fall gives the tree no time to repair the injuries. This means that in a bitterly cold 

winter, there can be die-back at the pruning wounds. It can also delay the tree going into dor-

mancy which could cause problems if it is a rapid descent in very cold weather. Removing dead 

wood can be done at any time because it is not going to heal and the tree has already abandoned 

it.  But when pruning both apples and crabapples after decades of no pruning, the goal will be to 

remove no more than one-third of the tree’s canopy.  Hacking more than that is going to cause 

rampant regrowth.  Right now, the tops of the trees are balanced with the roots.  If much more 

than a third is removed, all kind of new growth happens to reestablish the balance.  That means 

even more pruning.  Often, there will be massive amounts of upwards growth that is called wa-

ter sprouts or suckers.  So, if you want to do this right, wait until the worst of winter has passed 

like late February or March.  It is easier when there are no leaves and you can see the structure 

of the trees.  What you want to remove is any dead wood, damaged or diseased wood and any 

branches growing straight up or straight down.  Remove one of two branches that are rubbing on 

another branch.  If both are quite damaged, take them both out.  All branches should be growing 

toward the outside of the tree if you use the trunk as the middle.  Remove branches that are 

growing back into the interior of the tree.  These will rub on other branches and not be produc-

tive as far as flowers or fruit are concerned.  Take your pruned wood away from the trees and 

get rid of it.  If you smoke meat or cheese, dry apple and crabapple wood makes a light, sweet 

smoke.  Or have a little camp fire and carefully burn the wood. 

Why are my white pines dying?  They are about 30 feet tall and have been planted 

here for fifty years.  We planted them very close together to obscure the view.  The 

trees are planted about five feet apart and there are at least sixty trees in this wide 

row.  Some have yellow needles on the inside and some have branches that are brown 

and a few trees are completely brown.  How do I reverse what is going on? 

We can’t take the Delorean and go back in time to change the past.  You have to deal with what 

you have right now.  The trees are very crowded and have been that way for a long time.  If the 

trees are only thirty feet tall after half a century, that’s saying growing conditions are not good.  

Trees are planted like sardines stuffed into a can.  There is no extra room.  If branches are 

touching, roots are intertwined with the neighboring trees.  There is fierce competition for mois-

ture and nutrients.  In 2013 and 2014, there was plenty of rain and even shaky trees had a 

boost.  This year, it rained a great deal in May and June but rainfall amounts have been scant 

since.  Confirm this for yourself and dig a six inch deep hole near the trees. See if the soil is 

damp. Over eighty percent of the trees’ roots are in the top 18 to 24 inches of soil and if you can-

not find any moisture in the top six inches, it’s probably not there.  The yellow needles on the 

inside of the white pines are just the yearly dropping of old needles.  .   

HOME GROWN 828 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 5) 
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COOKS CORNER 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 5) 
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PUMPKIN PIE 

Bobby Flay Food Network 

Ingredients 

• Graham Cracker Crust: 

• 1 1/2 cups finely ground graham cracker crumbs 

• 6 tablespoons butter, melted and slightly warm 

• 1/4 cup granulated sugar 

• 1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

• Pumpkin filling: 

• 2 whole eggs 

• 2 egg yolks 

• 1/4 dark brown sugar 

• 1/4 cup granulated sugar 

• 3 tablespoons melted unsalted butter 

• 1 1/2 cups pumpkin puree 

• 1 1/2 cups heavy cream 

• 1 1/4 teaspoons ground cinnamon 

• 1 teaspoon ground ginger 

• 1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg 

• 1/4 teaspoon ground cloves 

• 1/2 teaspoon fine salt 

• 1/2 vanilla bean, split, seeds scraped and reserved 

• Bourbon-Maple Whipped Cream 

• 1 1/4 cups very cold heavy cream 

• 1/2 vanilla bean, split, seeds scraped and reserved 

• 2 tablespoons Grade B maple syrup 

1 to 2 tablespoons bourbon (to your taste) 

         Directions 

For the crust 

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F. 

Add all the ingredients for the crust to a 

food processor and pulse until com-

bined; it should feel like wet sand, and 

just come together. 

Spread the mixture evenly into a 9-inch 

pie pan, using your finger tips or the 

flat bottom of a glass. Firmly press the 

mixture over the bottom and sides of 

the pan. 

Put the pan on the middle rack of the oven 

and bake until the crust is light brown 

and firm to the touch, about 10 to 15 

minutes. Remove from the oven and let 

cool. 

For the filling: 

Preheat the oven to 275 degrees F.  

Whisk together the eggs, yolks and sugars 

in a large bowl. Add the butter, pump-

kin, cream, spices, salt and vanilla 

seeds and whisk to combine. Strain the 

mixture into a bowl.  

Pour the strained mixture into the baked 

pie crust and bake until almost set, 

about 1 1/2 hours. Remove and let 

come to room temperature. Refrigerate 

until chilled, if preferred.  

Cook's Note: The filling makes more than 

what is needed to fill the pie shell. You 

are able to freeze the excess. We made 

a double batch and it filled 3 pie shells 

very comfortably. 
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White pines usually only keep two or three years’ worth of needles on the ends of the branches 

and the older needles turn bright, lemon yellow and drop.  But if needles are brown, they are 

dead.  If branches or whole trees are brown, they are dead.  Dead trees should be removed but 

don’t yank out the roots  because it will damage all the root systems of trees around it.  Water 

the trees.  Consider getting a soil test and fertilizing next spring.  Buy one online at: 

www.msusoiltest.com  There is no magic fix. 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4) 

For the whipped cream: 

Combine the cream, vanilla seeds, syrup and bourbon in a large chilled bowl and whip until 

soft peaks form.  

Garnish each piece of pie with a dollop of the whipped cream before serving. 

Gardening for the Soul 
Stressed? Our daily grind, obligations, and commutes can really take a toll on our well-being. 

We come and go as time just slips by. We literally need to take the time to stop and smell the 

roses.  

Since ancient times the healing, qualities of gardens have been recognized. In the middle 

Ages, restorative gardens provided serene settings where patients could heal physically and 

mentally. Today many hospitals and Health Centers utilize healing gardens. 

Therapeutic benefits of plants are significant. There is an entire profession devoted to it. Hor-

ticultural Therapy improves bodies, minds, and spirits as people take part in planting, grow-

ing, and caring for plants. It is used in many different venues such as nursing homes, hospi-

tals, prisons, and schools. It is useful for all ages and abilities.  

Naturalist Henry David Thoreau is quoted "Nature is but another name for health". Studies 

have proven that being in a natural environment reduces blood pressure, heart rate and re-

sults in stress reduction. Hospital stays tend to be shorter when healing gardens or some type 

of horticulture therapy is incorporated. Other benefits include pain reduction, memory and 

concentration improvement, eases emotional pain, and encourages social interaction. Main-

taining and watching the growth process from seed to flowering plant also provides a sense of 

accomplishment.  

With the pace and the stresses of life, it is important to find your own place to relax and recu-

perate. To be effective we need to take the time to refresh. A personal healing space can be as 

simple as a container of colorful flowers, a potted plant, or a tabletop fountain. 

Here are some tips to transform your own yard or garden into a meaningful retreat. Provide a 

place to sit and contemplate. Give yourself some privacy from hedge or fence. Include a statue, 

rock or other focal point for meditation. Add a touch of whimsy to make you smile. Simplicity  
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is essential in designing a soothing healing garden. Clean the clutter. Do some research to see 

what plants work best in your area and what to avoid.  

Engage the senses. Scent is very powerful. Add fragrant plants alongside garden seating and 

along paths. Creeping thyme, will release aroma when walked on. Incense and scented oils in 

garden torches add additional scents. Tingle your taste buds with edible fruits, vegetables and 

herbs. The Sense of Sound also broadens the garden experience. Incorporate elements that will 

attract wildlife like berry-producing shrubs, birdbaths and feeders. You can also add chimes 

and sounds of flowing water with fountains. 

Color provides a visual stimulus while adding focal points and accents to a garden. Warm col-

ors such as red, orange, and yellow are energizing and promote activity. Cool colors, such as 

blue, purple, and white are calming, and promote tranquility.  

Medicinal plants are often used in therapeutic gardens. Lavender and Echinacea for example, 

have medicinal uses but are more often grown for the long bloom time, beautiful flowers, low 

maintenance, and attracts wildlife.  

It is your own special place so think of what appeals to you. Personalize it by incorporating 

things that trigger positive memories. Pick up garden trinkets while vacationing. Use mean-

ingful symbols and homemade decorations. 

Finally, when you enter your healing space take a deep breath. Slow down and become mindful 

of it all. Take in the beauty of nature and let it fill you with peace. This quote from Hans Chris-

tian Anderson says so much "Just living is not enough... One must have sunshine, freedom, 

and a little flower."  

Beth Clusman 

Frederick County Master Gardener 

FALL INTO SPRING 
 October 3rd our annual Fall Into Spring conference was held at the Mott Community College Events 

Center.  We started with a continental breakfast and visitation to the various vendors.  The Oakland County 

chapter had MG clothing available in a wide range of sizes and colors.  MMGA had a varied selection of 

books.  Cheryl English had her eclectic collection of pottery available.  Dick Moldenhouer from our chapter 

was there with compost and garden stones for sale. 

 Our first speaker was our own Abi Saeed who educated us on pollinators, why we can’t live without 

them and their importance to our ecosystem.  Our second speaker, Sue Grubba, gave us valuable tips on how 

to prepare our garden beds for the winter and how to cut our spring time maintenance in half.  After a great 

soup and salad lunch served by Wendt’s Catering, Ed Blondin enlightened us about how ancient herbal heal-

ers evolved to our modern stereotype of “the witch”.  Our final speaker, George Papadelis, a repeat per-

former, gave a colorful presentation of what new annuals and perennials we can expect in 2016.  Our speak-

ers were educational and entertaining. 

 During breaks where attendees could visit the vendors, drawings were held for raffling off of various 

donations from our local gardening businesses and nurseries.  Our thanks to all those who donated and con-

gratulations to those who won. 

 For those in attendance, we hope you found the speakers knowledgeable and entertaining.  We are 

already in the planning stage and hope you join us next year.  Save the date:  October 1, 2016. 

 

Loretta Ellwood MG ‘08 
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 MASTER GARDNER ASSOCIATION 

 MEETING OF NOVEMBER 19, 2015 

The Master Gardener Association’s regular meeting was called to order at 6:00p.m. by Presi-

dent Vicki Laurin.   

 

President Laurin announced that ballots were available for voting on next year’s three vacant 

director positions. 

 

Review of Minutes:  The October 15, 2015 minutes were reviewed.  With there being no cor-

rections, Pam Kvasnicka moved to accept the minutes as written.  It was seconded by Katie 

Van Patten.  The motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Michelle gave the treasurer’s report.  The October beginning balance 

was $38,462.44.   Income was $1,262.82.     Expenses for the month were $3090.29.    The pro-

jected final balance for the year 2015 should be approximately $34,000 after outstanding 

checks and expenses are deducted. 

The proposed 2016 budget was presented to the membership who had copies available for them 

when they entered.  Michelle explained what had been put aside for various accounts and re-

quests from several MGAGCM funded projects.  The Board was looking ahead to next year’s 

projected expenses and projected income.  Abi explained that a portion of the class fees will 

come back to her account at the Extension.  There being no questions regarding the proposed 

Budget, Cheryl Borkowski motioned that it be accepted as presented.  The motion was sec-

onded by Alan Grove.  The membership then voted to accept the budget as proposed. 

Project Reports:  Because of the holiday event, project reports were voluntary. 

Joanie Snyder wanted to thank everyone for their support at Ladies Night Out and announced 

that there were a few items on the table for sale for those interested.  

Old Business:  There is still a need for projects for the following areas:  I-23 rest area, Clio 

Veterans Memorial Garden, the 2016 holiday party and Baker Library. 

Three volunteers are needed for the annual audit in January.  Maggie Gregg, Nettie Sparks 

and Mel Kennedy volunteered to be on the audit committee. 

New Business:  A presentation of a plaque was made by President Laurin to Jim Harrow for 

his dedication to the program and Genesee County Master Gardeners.  He went above and be-

yond while the transition to MGAGCM was taking place by assisting members and stepping in 

wherever help was needed.  A standing ovation by the membership was given.  Thank you, 

Jim. 

President Laurin motioned to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting adjourned at 6:17 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Loretta Ellwood 

Secretary 
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SHE All good things must come to an end.  It’s that time of year when yearly things come to 
an end and other things have a new beginning.  It can be a good thing and sometimes a better 

thing, but one has to take the best of things and make the most of them.  When doing this it can 

be a wonderful learning adventure that can be very helpful in growing as a person.  Unfortu-

nately, not all interactions are helpful in growing, but can remind us that it is always impor-

tant to be kind and considerate to all those around us. Maybe our new beginning will be for eve-

ryone to try to get along. 

 

 

HE Another year is winding to a close and expectations of the New Year brings renewed 
hopes and yet we as gardeners mark our year by the seasons. Planning, planting, growth, 

harvest and preparation for the next season is how our calendars are marked. At times my 

plans are overly ambitious and that I cannot grow all the tomatoes I need for canning. There 

is a great deal more involved than sticking a plant in the ground and a few sprinkles of wa-

ter. Prepping the soil, fertilizing regularly, insects, trimming, stakes, varmints just to name 

a few of the chores required for a measure of success. Bearing flowers or vegetables measure 

our success and failures and lessons learned. Putting the garden to bed takes as much time 

and energy as the efforts of spring. Okay where am I going with all this, that is to say that 

gardening is a year round ongoing project(s) that is a challenge and fascinates all of us who 

enjoy the fruits of our labor.  

On Thursday, November 19th, 

we celebrated our Holiday Party 

at Crossroads Village with lots of 

delicious food and drinks, fea-

tured by our Holiday party com-

mittee.  Everyone had a good 

time visiting with long time mas-

ter gardener friends and enjoying 

the beginning of the holiday sea-

son.  Along with enjoying the fes-

tivities a special person was hon-

ored.  Jim Harrow was the recipi-

ent of a placque showing our 

membership's appreciation for 

the time he spent as "Acting Co-

ordinator" while we were waiting 

for Abi to join us.  Thank you 

again, Jim.  Job well done! 

THANK YOU JIM FOR GOING ABOVE AND BEYOND 
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2016 WINTER SYMPOSIUM 

The Capital Area Master Gardeners invite you to join in some mid-winter garden therapy by 

attending It’s All About…Healthy Gardening – 2016 Winter Symposium. 

The four topics with the speakers are: 

Horticulture for Health and Well-Being – Cathy Flinton, Horticultural Therapist at Hope 

Network Rehabilitaton.  

Healthy Soils, Organic Matter & Soil Testing – Jon Dahl, Manager of the Soil and Plant 

Nutrient Laboratory at MSU. 

The Role of Insects in a Healthy Garden – Elly Maxwell, Entomologist at Dow Gardens. 

Don’t Let Your Green Thumb Feel Blue–Gardening Shouldn’t Hurt – Mary Thiel, Clinic 

Manager and Physical Therapist at MSU Rehabilitation. 

  

Who: Capital Area Master Gardeners 

What: It’s All About…Healthy Gardening – 2016 Winter Symposium 

Where: Plant and Soil Sciences Building on MSU’s Campus in East Lansing in MPS 

1200 which is the new auditorium/tiered classroom 

When: Saturday, January 30, 2016 

Earn: 5 Master Gardener education hours 

Cost: $35.00 for CAMG members / $45.00 for non-member Active, Certified MGVs / $55.00 all 

others 

  

A link to the association web site can be found at: 

http://mgacac.wordpress.com 

There you can find a link to the brochure, information about hotel rooms, vendors who will be 

at the conference (as they become available), a link to directions, etc. 

If you have questions, you can email: mga.cac@gmail.com 
  

THE CALL WAS ANSWERED 

A big thank you to Carol Swenson for giving up her personal time to come out to Bridge Park 

Vienna Township and assisting with naming and tagging all of our Bridge Park plants and 

helping me out with this big task... It was such a cold day!! She was a lifesaver to me! I greatly 

appreciate her generosity and it was fun to be in her company, educational as well! Because of 

her we will be able to identify most all plants in the park for our June visitors for the Genesee 

County Master Garden Tour. 

Thank you again to Carol Swenson and greatly appreciated!! 

Cheri Johnston 
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How to Winterize Your Roses 

Some gardeners, even in the colder zones, wait to winterize roses until late fall when all the 

roses are completely dormant. But the weather is unpredictable by mid-fall, and a sudden cold 

snap could cause serious damage. 

There isn't just one way to winterize all your roses. How your rose fares in winter depends on 

a number of factors - the weather, the plant's location in the garden and, of course, the type of 

rose. Some varieties are more naturally hardy than others. Temperate zones (USDA Zone 6 

and warmer) are easier on roses, and roses planted close to the house are more sheltered than 

those out in the open. Check with your nursery or local rose society if you aren't sure whether 

your varieties are hardy. If there's a graft on your rose bush, it's a newer variety and probably 

not hardy. 

Tender varieties of roses can be seriously damaged in places where the temperatures dip be-

low 20 degrees. But there's an easy way to protect them with a technique called the 

"Minnesota tip." It was developed in the 1950s by a Minnesota gardener and involves tipping 

a rose bush into a trench. 

• Prune the bush to three feet tall, cutting above outward-facing buds. Remove smaller 

limbs, leaving three to five of the thickest, most vigorous canes. 

• If there are any leaves, pull them off. Aside from harboring disease, leaves can increase 

drying. 

• Tie the canes together using synthetic twine that will not decay over winter. Tie by start-

ing at the bottom with a slip knot and lacing up the plant. Leave a long piece of twine at-

tached. 

• Spray the canes with dormant oil spray, which protects them from diseases in the soil. Mix 

5 tablespoons of the oil with 1 gallon of water. Or, if you've already made a baking-soda solu-

tion (1/3 cup baking soda to 1 gallon water) to spray as a fungicide, you can simply add the 

dormant oil to that to save time. Coat the canes well and let dry. 

• Dig a trench on one side of the plant and loosen the soil around the roots using a garden 

fork to minimize root damage. 

• Add fallen evergreen needles to the trench and mix with the topsoil. The high acidity of ev-

ergreens is great for rose beds. 

• Use a garden fork to pry under the roots and carefully tip the plant over into the trench. 

• Cover the plant completely with the soil that was removed, being careful to leave the long 

piece of extra twine exposed above the dirt so it will be easier to find later. 

• Water the bed to help settle the soil and keep the canes and roots in good shape for the 

winter. 

Cover with a carpenter's blanket and bags of leaves to keep it in place. Bags of leaves are eas-

ier to deal with in the spring than loose leaves, but for small areas loose leaves may be fine 

and will decompose. 

This process can be used for all varieties of nonhardy roses - from standard to miniature. By 

early April when days are warmer and longer, remove the leaves, and then a few weeks after 

that, uncover the bush, untie it and get it ready for a summer of beautiful flowers. 

If you live in a zone where the temperatures get cold but stay above freezing, you can use 

these steps for all of your roses. In the warmest areas, roses never go into complete dormancy, 

but they do stop blooming and need very little winter attention. 
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Many gardeners prune their roses heavily at this time so they won't interfere with spring 

growth, but pruning is a matter of personal preference. You can cut back the canes to two or 

three feet high and remove any problem branches. Most hardy roses come from Canada and 

are crown-hardy, which means that they can die back to the ground. In the spring, you can 

prune the dead wood above ground and the plant will come up again. 

To winterize hardy roses: 

• Add a rose cone, which is available at garden centers. 

• Poke holes for ventilation to prevent moisture buildup against the canes. 

• Weigh the top down but leave it open. 

• Push soil against cone to seal it. Once the shrubs are cut back, tie them with string. Wrap 

them in a circular way, just to keep them from being whipped in the wind. 

Mound the base of rose with 10 to 12 inches of soil. Get the soil from somewhere other than 

your bed. You don't want to be removing soil from the root base and exposing it to cold. 

An alternative method for winterizing hardy roses is called collaring: 

• Don't prune the top of the rose bush. 

• Remove the leaves but not the hips. 

• Tie up the bush with twine. 

• Mound soil 10 to 12 inches around the base of the plant to insulate the crown. 

• Surround the plant with a wire hoop to form a collar. 

• Fill the collar with leaves to insulate the canes. 

For extra protection, wrap a piece of burlap around the collar and secure it with twine. 

You might be tempted to add new roses to existing beds in the fall, but it isn't a good idea. 

New roses have to compete with older roses that have a stronger root base, so the new plants 

won't get the nutrition they need to grow strong. Prepare now for a new bed by loosening the 

soil and adding several amendments to the soil, such as coarse sand for better drainage, 

sphagnum peat moss for aeration and higher acidity, leaves and pine needles, blood meal, 

manure, cottonseed meal and gypsum (calcium sulphate). All of these materials will break 

down over winter, and in the spring your soil will be rich and you'll have one less task to do 

when you'd rather be planting. 

HGTV AUTHOR UNKNOWN 
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There will be no MGAGCM  this month due 

to the holidays.  See you in January. 
Our class is filling up but we still have spots 

that need to be filled.  Please encourage your 

friends, relatives, neighbors or anyone you 

think would be interested in taking our Mas-

ter Gardener Volunteer Class 

Class starts January 21, 2016 at the MSUE 

office in Flint, 605 N Saginaw, Suite, 1A.  The 

cost is $300.00 with multiple scholarships 

available. 

  For more information :  Abi Saeed, Consumer 

Horticulture Program Instructor, Master Gar-

dener Coordinator at 810-244-8531.  

 If you are one that likes to receive a monthly 
subscription of the DTE it’s that time of year 

that you need to pay for 2016.  Please make a 

check out to MGAGCM for $10.00 and send it 

to PO Box 34, Flushing, Mi. 48433 . 

 Payment deadline is January 31, 2016. 

DTE SUBSCRIPTION 

Are You Ready To Become A 

Master Gardener Volunteer? 

NEED HOURS 

There is a school in Fenton, Michigan that 

needs help in setting up a Grow Lab. Please 

contact Carol Groat at 810-695-0881 for 

complete details. 

On October 24th, Keylore Dog Park held their annual Tricks for Treats event.  This was the 

third year the Master Gardeners have had an outreach table.  There were about 20 vendors 

this year, including the 4H Group.  Maggie Gregg and Michelle Chockley decorated and 

handed out about 120 flyers on poisonous plants. We also handed out flyers for Ladies Nite 

Out and an Outreach flyer created for MGAGCM which includes information on the hotline 

and events open to the public.  We took third place for our decorating this year! 

It is a well attended, fun event where people and their dogs dress up.  There are many dona-

tions for various prizes for different categories of dog costumes. 

All proceeds go to the Humane Society.  The Master Gardeners maintain the gardens for the 

Humane Society, Maggie Gregg Chair. 

KEYLORE DOG PARK ANNUAL TRICKS for TREATS 



 

MSU Extension-Genesee  

605 N. Saginaw St. Suite 1A 

Flint, MI  48502 

(810) 244-8500 

 

Plant & Pest Hotline: 

(810) 244-8548 

Hours:  Friday from 8:30 am-1:00pm 

 

geneseeplantpest@anr.msu.edu 

 

Public Office Hours:  

8 am - 1 pm Monday through  Friday. 

 

Michigan State University Exten-

sion programs and materials are 

open to all without regard to race, 

color, national origin, gender, relig-

ion, age, disability, political beliefs, 

sexual orientation, marital status, 

or family status.  Michigan State 

University, U.S. Department of 

Agriculture and counties cooperat-

ing, Michigan State University is 

an affirmative-action equal oppor-

tunity employer.  Accommodations 

for persons with disabilities may 

be requested.  Requests received 

will be met when possible. 
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 MGAGCM OFFICERS (2015) 
 

President                 Vicki Laurin 

 810-744-0725  laurinvicki@gmail.com 

 Vice President                 Kay McCullough 

810-635-9341  birdieball@aol.com 

Secretary   Loretta Ellwood 

810-444-4549                  ldellwood@aol.com 

 Treasurer  Michelle Chockley 

 810-659-8014                chockleym@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITES 

 

MMGA Inc  Website at:  

www.michiganmastergardener.org 

MMGA Inc Facebook Page at:  

www.facebook.comMichiganMG 

MGAGCM Website at:  Genesee County 

MG.org 

THIS NEWSLETTER PREPARED BY:   

Vicki Laurin,laurinvicki@gmail.com. George 

Rappold, grappocp@att.net, of counsel Ruth 

Simon . 

 

 



 

MSU EXTENSION-GENESEE COUNTY 

605 N. Saginaw St. 

Suite 1A 

FLINT, MI  48502 

www.msue.msu.edu/genesee 

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION/EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER  

 

 


