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FEATURE ARTICLE 

 
  

Drought-tolerant plants save  
water, money and time 

Rebecca Finneran 

With climate change concerns, unpredictable droughts and high 

energy prices across the country, nearly everyone is looking for 

ways to conserve resources and cut costs. A simple step to con-

serve water usage in your landscape is to select drought-

tolerant plants. Many of these thrifty plants use less water, but 

still provide beauty and function in the landscape. 

Start off smart 

When creating a water-wise landscape, follow these key strategies 

for success. 

•   Recognize site variations. Areas in your landscape 

may significantly vary in soil type (sand versus 

clay), exposure to light (sun versus shade) and wind, evapora-

tion rates and moisture levels. Sandy, well- drained soil dries 

out quicker, while heavy clay soil is likely to remain moist long-

er. Adding in exposure to sun and wind can create a dry micro-

climate even in areas with adequate rainfall. 

•   Select plants that match the site conditions. Use plants 

that thrive under existing site conditions. A poor match leads 

to poor performance and possible plant death. 

•   Group plants of “like needs.” Intentionally group plants 

together that have similar water and sun exposure needs. 

Group any water-demanding plants together in a site close to a 

water source. 

•   Provide care during establishment. Even drought- toler-

ant plants require supplemental watering during establish-

ment. Once the root system is established, the plant will re-

quire less attention. Apply no more than 2 inches of mulch, and 

keep away from the crown of plants, to conserve soil moisture 

for newly developing roots. 
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Characteristics of “drought tolerance” 

 

Drought-tolerant plants have built-in features to minimize water loss and maximize water 

uptake. Plants may have reduced leaf areas and bear small leaves or needles as in the case 

of evergreens. Some drought- tolerant plants with large leaves have deep indentations 

(sinuses) between lobes in the leaves to reduce their leaf area. Another sign of drought toler-

ance is leaves covered with a heavy accumulation of wax such as that seen on white fir 

(Abies concolor). This wax serves to conserve water within a plant. The presence of fine hairs 

on the leaves of some plants like silver sage (Salvia argentea) is another adaptation that 

traps moisture at the leaf surface. Drought tolerant plants like false blue indigo (Baptisia 

australis) have deep roots that pull in moisture well below the soil surface. 

 

Are native plants drought tolerant? Perhaps. It depends on where the plant evolved and site 

conditions where the plant will be placed. Do some research; don’t assume “native” is synon-

ymous with “drought tolerance.” There is some information in the Plant Facts section of 

www. nativeplants.msu.edu. 

 

A plethora of plants: suggestions to get you started 

 

The following plants are drought-tolerant, hardy to Michigan and have few known insect and 

disease problems. Plants native to Michigan are designated with an asterisk (*). 

Trees 

•   White fir (Abies concolor). 40-70’ – Slow-growing, stately evergreen with soft, bluish-

green needles; one of the most drought-tolerant firs; and a great alterna- tive to the over-

used Colorado blue spruce. 

•   Bur oak (Quercus macrocarpa).* 90’ – Large, ma- jestic tree with extreme drought 

hardiness; ultimate “tough tree for tough places;” and good growth rates when young. 

Shrubs 

•   Bottlebrush buckeye (Aesculus parvifolia). 8-12’ – Outstanding deciduous shrub with 

a mounded, multi- stemmed habit; white flowers borne on 8-12” bottle- brush clusters in sum-

mer; tolerates sun or shade (even flowers in shade!); and deer and rabbit resistant. 

•   Bush cinquefoil (Potentilla fruticosa).* 3-4’ – Ver- satile, long-blooming shrub for 

sunny areas; tolerates heat, drought and various soil types; showy flowers from early sum-

mer through frost with color ranging from yellow, white or orange; and deer and rabbit re-

sistant. 

Perennials 

Yarrow (Achillea spp.). 18–36” – Easy to grow with several selections; fern-like foliage 

topped with large, flat blooms in late spring to mid-summer; flowers available in shades of 

yellow, pink and red; plant in full sun; salt-tolerant; and deer and rabbit resistant. 

•   Blue false indigo (Baptisia australis).* 36-48” – Upright with purple flowers in 

erect, 12” clusters above a mound of bluish-green leaves in the spring; ornamental black 

seed pods; full sun to part shade; and rabbit-resistant. 
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I have had a vegetable garden for over a decade that used to produce really well.  I never did anything to it 

other than pull weeds and water.  I had some crud that killed tomatoes and cucumbers and then the gar-

den got worse and worse.  I am in a wooded area and the garden gets some sun.  I built a little barn close to 

the garden but would this upset the soil?  How can I figure out what the problem is? 

The word may be problems, not problem.  You have to determine how many hours of full, direct sun that the 

garden area gets each day.  Absence or presence of light is the biggest factor in plant growth.  Your vegetable 

garden needs to get eight or more hours of direct, uninterrupted sunlight.  It takes a great deal of energy to 

make flowers and fruit and the sun is supplying it to the plants.  Leaf vegetables can get by on less.  But if it is 

less than six hours, they may be sad, too.  If the new building is shading the garden, that’s a problem.  The 

trees around the garden have gotten taller and fuller in the last ten years.  There is more shade now than 

there was.  This is going to upset the plants, not the soil.  Nutrients and soil pH are important, too.  You need 

adequate nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium and a soil pH of 6.5 to grow vegetables well.  You want to have 

at least five percent organic matter in the soil for a healthy soil.  Get a soil test rather than guessing and 

wasting money on things you may not need.  You can purchase one for $25 at: www.msusoiltest.com. You 

will have your results emailed to you in about one or two weeks.  If you need help figuring out what you need 

to do, call me.  So, in order of what is most important, it is light, then adequate water and then correct nutri-

ents and soil pH.  Following that, it’s about insect and disease control.  But consider preventing diseases on 

tomatoes and cucumbers because you cannot stop them once they start.  Since you gave no details other 

than “crud,” I can’t guess from that description. 

Recently, when it was warm and raining, I looked at a row of eastern red cedars that are along a fence line.  

It looked from a distance like there were big, orange flowers with many petals on the branches.  I did not 

know they bloomed.  But when it got cold, the flowers were immediately gone.  Did I imagine this or were 

there flowers? 

No, you did not imagine this but what you saw were not flowers.  What you saw was a fungus called cedar-

apple rust or Gymnosporangium juniperi-virginianae. It was producing spores like it does once each year. The 

fungus spends most of the year as small to medium-sized woody growths that sort of resemble deformed 

brown golf balls with little depressions on the surface of the gall.  These can be on eastern red cedars and a 

few other junipers.  They can be as small as three-eighths of an inch to over an inch in diameter.  When the 

first warm rains of spring happen, the little depressions exude orange gelatinous projections called telial 

horns.  They can be anywhere from bright to pale orange.  The slimy, floppy horns could resemble flower pet-

als from a distance.  The telial horns are covered with basidiospores or fungal spores that are going to be car-

ried away by the wind.  Cedar-apple rust has two hosts, as indicated by its name.  From the eastern redcedar, 

the spores float off and may come in contact with an apple or crabapple tree as much as several miles away.  

The leaves become infected and later in the season they will develop red, orange and yellow spots that are 

both on the top and bottom of the leaves.  It could cause the tree to lose leaves if there are enough fungal 

spotting.  As soon as the warm rain stops, the telial horns shrivel and disappear.  If it was a short rain, the teli-

al horns could appear again.  Control for the eastern redcedar is picking off and destroying the woody galls 

when they are not slimy.  Give ‘em the old B or B treatment: burn or bury them. 

HOME GROWN 818 
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INGREDIENTS 

PREPARATION  

Cherry Walnut Chicken Salad 

 Author: Katerina Petrovska 

4 chicken breasts (about 1-pound) grilled/cooked and cut 

 into cubes 

1 bag (8-ounces) baby spinach 

1 cup crumbled gorgonzola cheese 

1 bag (5-ounces) dried cherries 

1 cup chopped walnuts 

Place spinach in a large salad bowl. 

Top with chicken, cheese, cherries and walnuts. 

Add oil and vinegar; toss to combine. 

Serve. 

 

Cilantro-Lime Cucumber Salad 

Ingredients 

1 jalapeno, seeded and finely diced 

2 cloves garlic, finely minced 

3 tablespoons fresh lime juice 

1/4 teaspoon crushed red pepper 

½ teaspoon salt, or to taste  

Instructions 

Dice the jalapeno and garlic and add to a medium-sized bowl. 

Add 3 tablespoons of fresh lime juice, crushed red pepper, salt, and pepper. Use a whisk to 

incorporate the 3 tablespoons olive oil. Set aside. 

Finely slice the cucumbers. Use a mandolin if you have it, but a very sharp knife will do the 

trick. Add the cucumbers to the dressing and stir together. 

Finely mince the cilantro and add it to the bowl. Stir to combine. You can either let it sit in 

the fridge to marinate for a couple hours, or serve immediately. 

Note, make sure that you let the salad sit on the counter for a little while before serving if 

it's been in the fridge; the olive oil solidifies slightly when it's cold. 

black pepper to taste 

3 tablespoons olive oil 

2 cucumbers, very finely sliced  

4 tablespoons minced cilantro, 

to taste 
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MASTER GARDNER ASSOCIATION 
REGULAR MEETING OF JUNE 18, 2015 
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The Master Gardener Regular Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Vicki 

Laurin.   

 

Vicki introduced our new horticulturist/coordinator, Abi Saeed, who joined MSUE June 1st.  

Abi thanked the membership and is looking forward to working with our group, getting a new 

class in place and adding new members to our group.  Welcome Abi. 

 

Cheryl Kah thanked the membership for their prayers, cards, concern and good wishes.  We 

were all happy to see Dan back with us and the progress he is making. 

 

Review of Minutes:  The May 21, 2015 minutes were presented.   A motion was made to ac-

cept the minutes by Alan Grove, seconded by Judy Newman.  The motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report:  The May beginning balance was $32,229.39, with income of $1,658.28 

through stone/compost sales and the bus trip, and expenses of $853.60 in the form of Junior 

MG shirts, stone expenses and speakers.  May’s ending balance was $33,034.07 plus $10.00 

from the Square Up account for a total of $32,044.07.  Mary Gartland made a motion to accept 

the Treasurer’s report and it was seconded by Alan Grove.  The motion is accepted by the 

members. 

President Laurin announced that the Robert’s Rules of Order are to be followed and we are 

going back to the practice of going through projects and committees individually as before. 

Special Projects – Kay McCullough: 

There is a need for a chair for the Oasis Cactus Garden project.  Alicia Ellis is temporarily fill-

ing this position. 

Carol Groat was able to find the material she needed for the grow labs at an auto store.  She 

bought a big bolt for $20.  All the grow labs are closed for the summer. 

Katie Van Patten said the Junior Master Gardener class was a success with 9-10 graduates.  

It took place on two consecutive Saturdays at For-Mar.  Gloria said one of the JMG’s and 

mother stopped by at the Davison Farmer’s Market and were very happy with the class. 

Alan Grove announced that $1540 was generated from the Ask-A-Master Gardener May pro-

ject.  33 people assisted with this.  Alan thanked everyone. 

Joanie Snyder announced that the planting at Crossroad was completed June 2nd.   The Mott 

Foundation, a major Parks & Rec support, visited the village on June 4th.  Amy, the Parks & 

Rec director, called the next day to tell Joanie how much the Mott Foundation visitors liked 

the gardens.  She reminded us that the MG picnic, for MGs and significant others, is sched-

uled for July 19th at the Buzzell House at 12 noon.  Everyone is to bring a dish to pass and 

their own place setting.  It is hoped that the Genesee Belle will be up and running by that 

time.  There has been a major change at the Lakeside Grill area.  The first monarch has been 

sighted. 

A chair is need for the Easter Seals project. 

Gloria Roudebush said things are going well at the Davison Farmer’s Market.  Over 100 flyers 

regarding the Garden Tour have been distributed. 

The Flint Farmer’s Market has been put in an out of the way area and Joyce Bellaire says we 

are not generating the foot traffic like we did before just averaging 10-12 people per session.  

Volunteers are needed to work the outreach booth on Saturdays. 
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SHE By this time most of our membership has met our new and long awaited 

Master Gardener Coordinator and we are so happy that she is with us.  It has 

been a long 2 1/2 years waiting for our Abi but in the meantime we had someone 

step up and fill this huge, frustrating, and busy void.  I would like to thank Jim 

Harrow for being that person.  Jim has been faithful in doing this job of Acting 

Coordinator and along with counsel of Ruth Simon our membership has contin-

ued to function and now we are ready to move forward with new classes hopeful-

ly in the very near future.   Jim Harrow, thank you for your time and efforts and 

for caring enough to go the extra mile for the Genesee County Master Gardener 

Program.  THANK YOU, JIM HARROW. 

EDITORIAL 

 

 

 
 

HE We have almost reached the mid point of the summer but there is still some 

time to plant a second or even a first crop of vegetables. Some lettuces, beets, 

radishes and spinach have shorter growing seasons. The second season of beets 

are often vacuum packed, frozen and enjoyed throughout the winter months If 

purchasing potted  plants be sure to check the growing time and then calculating 

to the frost date. Of course a simple hoop house can extend your growing season. 

There are deals to be had in preparation for next year, one of the nurseries re-

cently had pots on sale at 40% off. I ordered some trial seeds for next year plus 

some of the standards and received free shipping. Also on the list are some per-

ennials to fill in a couple of areas. For the most part the crowds have are gone 

from the nurseries which to me is then perfect time to score some deals and find 

that bargain I didn’t know I had to have. Another advantage to shopping at this 

time of the year is that the employees have time to converse with customers and 

I am always open for a tip or two.  

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 

Annuals 

•   Wax Begonia (Begonia x semperflorens-cultorum). 

6-10” – Good choice for dry shade, also grows in full sun; bushy plants with shiny, heart-

shaped leaves 

of green, bronze-red or mahogany; and continuous blooms of white, pink, rose or red flowers 

throughout summer. 

•   Moss Rose (Portulaca grandiflora). 2-8” – Low growing, succulent groundcover for 

full sun, and flowers are semi-double to double in a wide range of colors. 

Contributed by Mary Wilson 
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Alan Grove told us that the Grand Blanc Farmer’s Market is doing well and is held the first 

Sunday of every month from 9-3.  Stop by and see them. 

Diana Collison brought us up to date on the Baker Library in Burton.  It is small and attached 

to a school.  The students stop by with questions and are very curious.  A Japanese maple has 

been planted.  The project is going well.  

Vicki announced that the I-69 rest area has been chosen as a stop for Governor Snyder.  This 

is an honor for Brenda Monty and her talented crew.  Way to go! 

Kay McCullough would like to develop a slide show of all out projects.  Pictures are needed.  

Contact her for more information. 

Standing Committees – Katie Van Patten: 

Randy said there were sales of $830 in the bulbs with $415 coming to the MG program.  The 

tree sale has been extended to June 30th.  The only variety left is “Bloodgood”, the tall variety.  

Chris Green has a lot left and is going to try and over winter the remainders.  The orders are 

to be prepaid/preordered as before.  Contact Randy if you are interested in purchasing one or 

more. 

Sabrina Van Dyke reported on the bus trip.  To date she has 46 signed up to go.  The trip is 

slated for June 25th.  The bus will be in the UM-F parking lot at the corner of 5th and Saginaw 

Streets.  It leaves at 7:30 am. 

Katie announced that she will be receiving a new catalog for clothing and will be going 

through it for prices and clothing choices.  More information is to follow. 

The DTE is always in need of articles, features and otherwise.  Vicki and George look forward 

to these contributions. 

The Fall Into Spring meeting will be in ten days.  Loretta announced that the Mott Events 

Center has been booked for the event.  Speakers are in the process of being lined up. 

Dick Moldenhauer announced that he is picking up a garden stone order this Saturday.  A va-

riety of colors will be available. 

Kay announced the Garden Tour is a week from Sunday.  Tickets are available at several 

nurseries as well as Vogt’s Flowers in Davison.  Each garden site will have tickets on the day 

of the event also.  The pre-tour will take place Friday night with snacks at Whitey’s after-

wards.  All volunteer spots are filled.  More flyers are available at the office.  Kay is officially 

retired from working her day job.  Congrats Kay. 

Gloria said that sympathy cards have been sent to Sabrina Van Dyke on the passing of her 

grandmother and to Laura Eufinger on the passing of her father. 

A chair is need for tools and garden supplies. 

Old and New Business:     

Chairs are needed for the Clio Veterans Memorial and I-23 Rest Area. 

Everyone was very glad to see Dan and Cheryl Kah in attendance.  Dan has been missed. 

Randy announced that $83 worth of trees had been sold to date resulting in $41.50 to 

MGAGCM.  He thanked Michelle for all her help. 

Helen Mitts motioned that the meeting be closed and it was seconded by Nettie Sparks.  The 

meeting closed at 7:25 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Loretta Ellwood 

Secretary 
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 HOW TO GET RID OF CRABGRASS 
The best weapon you have against this annual weed is crabgrass preemergence herbicide (also 

called crabgrass preventer). You apply this product in the spring before the crabgrass seed 

sprouts. This granular herbicide works by creating a chemical barrier at the surface of the 

soil. As the seeds begin germination, they take in the herbicide and die. 

The most cost-effective way to apply a preemergent herbicide is to use a fertilizer with 

crabgrass preventer added to it. These combination products are readily available in the 

spring and cost about $20 for a 5,000-sq.-ft. bag at garden centers. Apply it when you would 

normally apply your first application of fertilizer, and do it just before it rains to work both the 

fertilizer and the herbicide into the soil. The fertilizer will help thicken the turf. Thicker turf 

helps to squeeze out crabgrass plants missed by the herbicide. Common brands include Ferti- 

Lome’s Weed-Out, Sta-Green’s Crab-Ex Plus and Scotts Turf Builder.  

This sounds easy enough, but where you’re likely to get it wrong is in the when. Apply too ear-

ly and microorganisms and natural processes in the soil break down the herbicide. By the time 

it’s needed, much of the product has lost its potency. Apply too late and you’ve missed the ear-

ly stage of germination when the herbicide works. There is nothing in preemergence herbicide 

that kills crabgrass seedlings once they’ve sprouted. You’re just pushing around that spreader 

for the exercise, not to mention wasting expensive products. As far as prevention goes, you’re 

out of luck until next spring. 

So how do you select the exact instant for application? Don’t depend on the calendar. Pay at-

tention to your grass instead. Fill up the spreader with preemergence granules between the 

second and third mowings of the year. The window is short, only about a week and a half, 

when the soil hits the ideal temperature—about 52 degrees F. You can also buy an inexpen-

sive soil thermometer (sold at garden centers) to monitor soil temperature. If you’re going to 

err on timing your crabgrass preemergence application, err on the early side. While you’ll lose 

some effectiveness, you’ll still probably kill lots of crabgrass. If you go late, you’re likely to 

miss early sprouts. 

If you’ve had a particularly bad crabgrass problem, you’re not done for the season. Chances 

are that the crabgrass will germinate and spring up later in the summer. Preemergence herbi-

cides have a life of about 50 days (check the label; product life spans vary). Once that chemical 

barrier breaks down, dormant crabgrass seeds, which can remain viable for years, may germi-

nate into seedlings. Or if your yard butts up against property that has a thriving crabgrass 

crop, you can bet that thousands of seeds will blow into your lawn, just when your herbicide is 

calling it quits. You don’t need to reapply the preemergence herbicide to your whole yard, but 

hit areas again where crabgrass thrives, like right next to driveways and walking paths. Be-

cause they absorb heat, the soil around them gets warmer and encourages the growth of 

crabgrass.  

 

With hints of heaven in earth and air.  

–Eben Eugene Rexford (1848–1916) 

Family Handiman, author unknown 

Oh summers day, surpassing fair, 
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Baking Soda is a Great Garden Aid 
 Use it as a natural fungicide.  Just mix 4 tsp of baking soda and 1 gallon of water. Use 

the mixture on roses for black spot fungus and also on grapes and vines when fruit first begins 

to appear. 

 Garden Grime buster:  Rub baking soda on wet hands after gardening. Rinse well. 

 Use it for Powdery Mildew.  Powdery mildew can cause major problems in gardens with 

high humidity.   It affects many plants but zinnias, impatiens, squash and cucumbers are often 

badly affected.  Mix 1 tbsp of baking soda, 1 gallon of water, 1 tbsp of vegetable oil and 1 tbsp 

of dishwashing liquid.   Mix and put in a sprayer.  Use weekly. (try to use it when it is not too 

sunny) 

 Rejuvenate your rose bushes.  Mix together one tsp baking soda, 1/2 tsp of  clear ammo-

nia and one tsp Epsom salt in a gallon of water.  One gallon will treat four bushes that have 

lost their luster. 

 Use it as a weed killer/preventer.  Pour baking soda full strength onto cracks in a patio 

or walkway.  This will kill any small weeds sprouted and prevent new ones from growing. 

 Kill Cabbage worms.  Mix equal parts of baking soda and flour and dust plants such as 

broccoli, cabbage and kale that are attractive to cabbage worms.  The worms will eat the mix-

ture on the leaves and die in a day or so.  Repeat the process as often as needed. 

 Sweeten your tomatoes.  Sprinkle baking soda near established plants to make your to-

matoes sweeter.  

 Kill Crabgrass.  Wet the crab grass and pour a heavy dusting of baking soda on it.  The 

crab grass will die back in a few days.  (avoid surrounding grass if you can.) 

 Test your soil PH.  Wet the soil and take a small amount of baking soda and sprinkle it 

onto soil.  If the baking soda bubbles, your soil is acidic with a PH level under 5. 

Discourage pests in the garden.  Sprinkle baking soda on the soil in your garden.  Rabbits, 

ants, silver fish and roaches do not like it and will stay away.  Kill slugs by putting it right on 

the pest. (don’t get it on the plants though.) 

Garden Cook Newsletter 

GROW YOUR BEST TOMATOES YET 
Nothing beats the flavor of fresh-from-the-garden tomatoes. Make this your biggest and tasti-

est tomato harvest yet with proper planting and care.  

Reduce pest problems and increase the harvest by growing your tomatoes in a sunny location 

with well-drained soil or in a quality potting mix for container gardens. Improve your garden 

soil by adding several inches of organic matter to the top eight to twelve inches of soil prior to 

planting. Compost, aged manure, and other organic materials help improve drainage in heavy 

clay soil and increase the water holding ability of sandy soil.  
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VIBURNUM LEAF BEETLE IS HERE AND HE’S 
HUNGRY 

There is a new bug in town, and it’s raining havoc on certain species of viburnums, so keep an 

eye out for it 

To fully protect your viburnums it is important to know the life cycle of the viburnum leaf 

beetle. It begins in summer when the adult females lay up to 500 eggs on the shrub’s twigs. 

In spring the eggs hatch and the larvae, which look like little worms, feed on the leaves until 

early summer when they crawl down the shrub and burrow into the soil. There they pupate 

into adults (little brown beetles about ½ inch long) that after about 10 weeks emerge to again 

feed on the viburnum leaves.  

It only feeds on viburnums and has a preference for certain species, arrowwood, American 

cranberry bush and Sargent viburnum.  

If you see an infestation of viburnum leaf beetles this spring don’t ignore it. While the larvae 

may have disappeared into the soil to pupate, the adults will return sometime between late 

June and July and feed through October. The adults can completely defoliate the plants and 

after a couple of seasons they will die. 

Spraying the shrubs with horticulture oil in spring before the shrub leafs out is recommend-

ed. I noticed curling of the emerging leave of my viburnums in mid May and using a magnify-

ing glass discovered the tiny larvae feeding on the underside of the leaves. I sprayed with 

Azamax, an OMRI listed pesticide containing azadiractin, that immediately killed the exist-

ing larvae and also had a good residual effect for any late risers. I also plan to use it again in 

late June when the adult beetles return.  

The preceding is and excerpt from a column by Nancy Szelag appearing in the Detroit Free Press. For 

additional information refer to the web site at Cornell Univ. hort.cornell.edu/vlb/pest.html. Ed 
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Add a slow release organic nitrogen fertilizer like Milorganite according to label directions at 

planting. Slow release fertilizers provide a constant diet that is better for your plants and less 

work for you. Save yourself more time by mixing the fertilizer into the soil when incorporating 

the organic matter. Then give your plants a midseason boost as needed.  

Once the soil is prepared, wait for the air and soil to warm to plant your tomatoes. Planting too 

early when the soil is still cool and the nights are chilly can stress the plant and delay your har-

vest. 
 

Plant your tomatoes slightly deeper or in a trench for better rooting. Trench tomatoes by dig-

ging a shallow trench about 3 to 4 inches deep. Remove the lower leaves and lay the plant on its 

side in the hole. Roots will eventually form along the stem. Carefully bend the stem, so the up-

per leaves will be above the soil. Fill the trench with soil and water.  

Stake or tower your tomatoes to reduce insect and disease problems and make harvesting easi-

er. The type of tomato and your schedule will help determine the training system that works 

best for you.  

Determinate tomatoes (look for the D on the tag) grow a certain height and stop. They work well 

in towers, containers or even hanging baskets. Indeterminate tomatoes, labeled with an I, keep 

growing taller, producing more flowers and fruit until the end of the growing season. These do 

best when grown on tall sturdy stakes or extra tall strong towers.  

Towering tomatoes is easy. Simply place the tower over the 

tomatoes at planting. Toma- toes grown in towers produce a 

larger, but later harvest than staked tomato plants.  

Allow a bit more time if you decide to stake your plants. Place 

the stake in the ground at planting. Be careful not to injure 

the roots. As the plants begin to grow prune off all side branch-

es, suckers, that develop be- tween the main stem and leaves. 

Loosely tie the remaining one or two stems to the stake. Cloth 

strips, twine or other soft ties work well. Keep tying up the 

plants as they continue to grow. Staked tomatoes produce 

the earliest and smallest har- vest.  

Check new plantings every few days and water often enough 

to keep the developing root system moist. Reduce frequency 

as plants become established. Water established plants thor-

oughly whenever the top few inches of soil are slightly moist. 

Mulch the soil with evergreen needles, shredded leaves or other 

organic mulch to keep the soil consistently moist and suppress 

weeds. Consistent soil mois- ture encourages more flowering 

and fruiting, while reducing the risk of blossom end rot, cracking and misshapen fruit.  

Harvest your tomatoes when fully colored. Leave them on the plant an extra 5 or 6 days for 

even better flavor. Unfortunately, the animals often move in and feast on the ripening fruit. In 

this case, you may need to finish ripening tomatoes indoors.  

And once you taste that first red ripe tomato, you'll be looking for more sunny spots for contain-

ers or to expand your garden. 

Melinda Myers 

http://click.horticulture-community.com/?qs=559d64e779e44778eaa9b24b4c4c2532167afa39f2ae866db9e873ee89241cda14c05244c219e07a
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 We will be meeting at Cross-

roads Village On July 19th, 

2015 at the Buzzell House for 

our July MGAGCM meeting.  

Please bring a dish to pass and 

your own table service and 

drink.  Come prepared to spend 

an old fashioned Sunday with 

good friends and wonderful 

food.  Please wear your MG 

shirts and name tags for free 

entry into the park.  Dinner is 

at 1:00 pm 

2015 Ask a Master Gardener 

was a success!  We wish to 

thank all those who volunteered 

as it was greatly appreciated.  

Everyone who volunteered put 

in a total of 182.5 hours.  We 

made $1460 compared to 

$2453.50 in 2014 and $1365 in 

2013. 

Ask a Master Gardener 

 

Ribbit the Exhibit, Bentley and Tortuga, Dow Gardens, 

Midland, Michigan. June through Aug. 2015. 

 



 

MSU Extension-Genesee  

605 N. Saginaw St. Suite 1A 

Flint, MI  48502 

(810) 244-8500 

 

Plant & Pest Hotline: 

(810) 244-8548 

Hours:  Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

from 8:30 am-1:00pm 

 

geneseeplantpest@anr.msu.edu 

 

Public Office Hours:  

8 am - 1 pm Monday through  Friday. 

Michigan State University Exten-

sion programs and materials are 

open to all without regard to race, 

color, national origin, gender, reli-

gion, age, disability, political be-

liefs, sexual orientation, marital 

status, or family status.  Michigan 

State University, U.S. Department 

of Agriculture and counties cooper-

ating, Michigan State University is 

an affirmative-action equal oppor-

tunity employer.  Accommodations 

for persons with disabilities may 

be requested.  Requests received 

will be met when possible. 
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 MGAGCM OFFICERS (2015) 

 

President                 Vicki Laurin 

 810-744-0725  vlaurin02@yahoo.com 
 Vice President                 Kay McCullough 

810-635-9341  birdieball@aol.com 

Secretary   Loretta Ellwood 

810-444-4549                  ldellwood@aol.com 

 Treasurer  Michelle Chockley 

 810-659-8014                chockleym@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITES 

 

MMGA Inc  Website at:  

www.michiganmastergardener.org 

MMGA Inc Facebook Page at:  

www.facebook.comMichiganMG 

MGAGCM Website at:  http://gc-

mga.weebly.com/ 

THIS NEWSLETTER PREPARED BY:   

Vicki Laurin,vlaurin02@yahoo.com. George 

Rappold, grappocp@att.net, of counsel Ruth 

Simon . 
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